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Reviev of Specisl Reserve Panel Study on Nuclear War

Hemo to AD's frem DD/I, Subject: *gpecisl Reserve Panel gtudy”,
13 February 1958

1. The study on "Nuclear Waxr: is 8 well-done plece of work,
which contains some Very good 1dees and setuslly stismiates thinking
sbout the relstionship of CIA to nucleer war. Further consideration
of & musber of the conclusions and reccmmendstions is called for in
order to arrive al more clsrified special roles for the various
Lo *lnstvf"- t& ﬂf Q'Iﬁ

2. Several points in the study reguire re-congiderstion before
the study can suffice &s &n tnitisl planning concepl. There a8ppears
tc be & bit of "fusziness” regarding the role of CIA in 8 wertime
gituation; the actusl involvement of only certein perts of CIA is
referred to ss "the CIA role®. OSome distinction needs to be mede
when reference is made to CIA in order to understapd more precisely
where the responsibllity within CIA rests. Fileld elements of CLA
bvecose a part of the mheater Commpand and are responsive to milltary
peeds within the theater, except for requirements of major importance
or scope which transcends pilitary priorities and over vhich the
pilitery does not have control. This relationship needs to be taken
into consideration.

3. 'The relstionghip between CIA war plans in regard +o the use
of strategic island areas versus military plamning in theaters of
gperaticn need to be egtadlighed in the aiscussion, end areag of over-
lagping interests and responsibilities deelt with in order to clarify
what CIA elements can, in fact, do during wartime in selecied strategic
iglend svess. I sm prompted to ask wbether CIA will have field
organizations independent of the military theeter organization in time
of ¥ar? The paper, it seems to me, evades any attempt to relate function
to sctuel orgenizational makeup of CIA in the field and the relation of
the field organization to the Theater Commanders.

k. Toe “tactical islands” in future combat areas and "strategic
iglands” in neutral areas, appears to be & good concept. To what end
these islands will be established and from whom they will get direction
the militery command or the national government would appesr to need
some clarificaticn.

A-RDP61-00391R000100010066-7

$3KitiZzéd~ Approved For Release : Cl



Sanitized - Approve%_e ease : CIA-RDP61-00391R000100010066-7
= SUBJECT: Review of Speciel Reserve Panel Stuly on Nuclear War

Similarly, ithe kind of work they would be able to accept in s
vartine situstion would be related to the organization from whom
dirsction would come. To speak freely shout "strategic islands”

ar "tactical ielands” doing the CIA job in a themter may be wviahful
thinking if the CIA job does not correspond slosely t0 the military
Job in the theater.

5. The peper seems to ignore the intelligence analysis,
sstinating m aem&imﬁm»nf—v&m functions of CIA. ¥uch ef

detall. QW, w, target. econcmic m& politioal organization
information of all sorts will be necessary at all woy stages snd it
genarally will not require the services of an Agent.

6. The suggestion in the peper that national goliey soncerning
the smployment of Muclear War in the Satellites bhe re-appraised and
wwmmmmmmgmamwmaafvwmmw
that dissidence and resction within the Sptallites be encouraged and
snported o the detriment of Soviet conbtrol. ‘

7. The ability of Red China to stay neutral in a Muclear exchange
- aould be challengsd. The Pacific Commend, acoomding to some, would
act let Ded China stay neutral for all sorts of yeasons.

8. Yhe scheme of declaring {mmmity from Muclear attack for
- asrtaln Batellite countries as & tactic in making them availadle

fox w and other CTA-controlled operations agpears to ignore
the fact that such s declaration could simply provide the Soviets with
s sequre haven for thelr use and their rodeployment purposes. It is
, gted that the declavation carry with 1t the condition that Soviet
military foxces ave resisted and kept out. "his would appear much more
effective as » means of obtaining e "strateglc 1elend”.

9. 16 s suggestod thalicke scue use of the report  25X1A9a
on Oparstion Aert, 1957, &8 the report pegs many of the pointa over-
jooked in this study.
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